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[Tofos iepos é€eppactn vmo Twwv wa 7 Iarpe-
apxky kai Zvvodwr) EykvkAios €émiaToly, 1 amo-
Mvbeiga vmo T)s Meyahnys "ExkAnaios s Kov-
oTavTWOoUTOAEws Tpos amavrnoiy eis Tyv Iomkngy
"EykvkAwor Aéovros oo ITV. mepl “Evdoews, pera-
ppaaln eis ™ ‘Ayyhkny yAdooav, kal pere TOD
‘EA\prikot kewpuévov éxdody xopww Tdv peddr tis
’Opbodolov ’Avarodwis *ExkAnoias, Tédv évdiaire-
pévor €v CAyylg kal év dAAaus xdpus év als
AaAetrae 1) " AyyAwy) yAdooa, kal Tov émbupovyrov
va uaboat T ™y "Eveocw koAdovra.

[pos ékmAnpwaw tob mwéfov Tovrov mpobBipms
avéhafBov 1o épyor Ths merappdoews ths Ilarpi-
aPXIKNS ATTAVTTEWS, Kol TEPATOT RS THY peragppaciy
evAaBws avnyyeda Tovro ™ Avrot Havayoryr T®
Harpupxn Koveravrwovrodews eEourovpevos T
evAoylavy Avrob.

',H Avrov avayorys 6 Harpiapyms dia waviépov
l"’pa,u.paz'os 1277'6’ Xpom'(’xv 9/21  AexeufBplov 1895
ew;p/eo*rn(%z 0V povov ve. ot embarAedoy T €b-
/\o:yz\aucAv'fov, al\a kol kar’ amopacw Tis mepl
Avrov Eepag Svvodov va pot avakowaoay Ty ért-
80Ktp?cmau’ l\((li 7;0\59 evxaporias s Meyadys Ex-
lf)\nmlas‘ em Ty €un evoeBoghpovt mpwroBovAia,
eﬂkq,ﬁpaoas‘ ovvapa v émbvpior Tva 7 ,uenigbpaaés
7 emp\epe)\nye’vn Kol PO TAVTWY TITTY).

Kai mept pev mijs peradpaoens kardBaro é€apxis

R e~ & (]

PREFACE.

A RrELIGIOUS desire has been expressed that the
Patriarchal and Synodical Encyclical Letter, which was
delivered by the Great Church of Constantinople in
reply to the Papal Encyclical of Leo XIII, concerning
reunion, should be translated into English and pub-
lished with the Greek text, for the sake of the members
of the orthodox KEastern Church who live in England
and other English-speaking countries, and of those who
wish to learn what are the hindrances to reunion.

In fulfilment of this desire I readily undertook the
task of translating the Patriarchal reply, and having
completed the translation, I reverently reported it to
the Most Holy Patriarch of Constantinople, asking his
blessing.

The Most Holy Patriarch by an all-sacred letter dated
December g/21, 1895, was pleased not only to bestow
upon me his blessing, but moreover, in accordance with
the decision of the Holy Synod assembled round him,
to communicate to me the approbation and thanks of
the Great Church for my pious suggestion, expressing at
the same time the desire that the translation should be
accurate and before all things faithful.

I had, from the very first, taken every care that the
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7racrav ¢poun6a va av‘rn TOT®S amodde €v 7ra0'L
™Y ewoww 'rov kepévov.  Ovy BrTOV & evop.wa
op6‘ov wa v dAAov Twos avaﬁeazpnﬂn, omws Kol
KaTa Ty Ayy)\ua;u ¢pa0'eoz\oycau n akpBns.
Fvato'as TOV ALBEO’L}LOV ‘Eppikov Pa;w'@ev Bpap,-
Aev, ératpov Kol 7rpw77v vpnynrv oo KoAdeyiov T1s
Ayzas‘ Maplas 7'775‘ MaydaAnvns Tov I_Iavemcrm,utov
700 'O&wviov, viv &€ Hpcom\[/a/\'rnv 78 peyalompe-
TOUSs KaﬁeSpua;g EKK/\?]O‘L&S‘ 1'779 Avykolvias, wapexa-
Aeaa adrov, os eidpova kat s ‘EAApuikns yAdaans,
va avalewpnan T perappacw. Obros, aveupuwn-
akopevos ot 7 ExkkAnola s Avykolvias peyadws
ériunaer Tov” A pxeenlokomov Zvpov kai Trivov’ AE-
avpov Avkovpyov, Ote émeaképln Tnv 'Ayylw,
kol OTL, Kal avTOs obTOs €E€vaynae TOV aeluvnoTov
exetvor " Apyiepéa €v "Ofwvi, s qﬁz?\opﬁé%fos‘,
aopévws €0é&aro KaL (/)t/\O(j)pova‘ élerédeae T
avabedpnow: € o kol Xapw TR o,u.ox\oyw
[poomabnoas ovrw va emr)\npw(rco Tov avevexbevra
76001/ vouilw 7rpe’7rov va 0'77,u.eta30'co e’u'raﬁé’a, 0Tt TO
,u.ev E/\/\nvmou KGL[..LEVOV eg o0 €yévero 7 p.eragbpams,
kai omep €xdiborau /J.GT avrys, e)\n(pﬁn €k TNS av-
Oevrikns exBoaewy, wh ([)epovmyg ™Y Harptapxcknv
Zppayidas 1 Oe 7rporamro,u.ev77 €LKOU0)’p&¢L(l ™S
Avrob Havaytomros 700 Oikovuevikot [Marpuapyov

Av&p.ov 700 Z'., ék (oroypadias, mepupleions ot
ek Kovoravrwovridews.

EY2TASIOZ METAAAHNOZ,
"Apxiuavdpirys.
Tavovapiov 4 16, 1896,
"Ev Mayxearpla.
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translation might in all respects faithfully render the
sense of the text. But nevertheless I thought it right
that it should be revised by some other person, in order
that it might also be accurate in regard to the English
phraseology.

Having become acquainted with the Reverend Henry
Ramsden Bramley, a Fellow and formerly Tutor of the
College of Saint Mary Magdalen in the University of
Oxford, and now Precentor of the magnificent cathedral
of Lincoln, I begged him, as being well acquainted with
Greek, to revise the translation. He, remembering how
the Church of Lincoln had paid great honour to the
Archbishop of Syros and Tenos, Alexander Lycurgus,
when he visited England, and how he had himself waited
upon that ever-memorable Prelate in Oxford, as a friend
of orthodoxy gladly accepted and kindly executed the
revision: for which I beg to thank him.

In thus endeavouring to satisfy the desire to which
I have referred, I think it proper to add here that the
Greek text from which this translation was made, and
which is published with it, is taken from the authorized
edition bearing the patriarchal seal; and that the
portrait of the Most Holy Oecumenical Patriarch,
Anthimus VII, prefixed to this work, is taken from
a photograph sent to me from Constantinople.

EUSTATHIUS METALLINOS,

Archimandrite.
January 4/16, 1896,

MANCHESTER.
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Matpiapyiky) kai Zuvodiky) émoToN) mpds Tols ‘lepoTd-
Tous kal @eopiheardrous év XpioTd &BeApols MnrpoTo-
Mras kal *Emokdmous kai Tov Tepl adTols iepdv Kkal
edayq k\fjpov kal dmav 18 edoeBés kai 6pBSdo-
£ov T\pwpa Tol dytwtdTou *ATOoTTONL-
kol kal Matprapyikol Opdrou

Kwvotavtiwourdews.

% Mmpovevere TOV yovpévay v,uwv, olTwes e/\a)moav Dty Tov
Adyor 10D @eod® v dvabewpoivres Ty koo Tis dvacTpodis
ppeiobe Ty wioTw.
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Inoots Xpioros xbes kal ojpepov 6 adTos Kal eis Tovs aidvas.

Adaxais moudais kal Eévais pn) wepupépeate” (EfSp. vy’ 7-8).

«'. Babéws ONBerar kol 68Vvy cuvéxeraw peyaln
raca evoeBns kai opfodoos Yruxm eilikpwis (nAovoa
v dofav Tov Oecov, BAémovaa 6Tt 6 piookalos Kol
am’ apxns av@pwmokrovos GpOoves THs avBpwmivns
coryplas @Oovuevos ob Salelmer €kdoTOTE TOKIAA
evameipor (lova els Tov aypov Tov Kuplov, Tob
TUNATAL TOV a‘Z‘rov. "Evlev Tor kai avékalev ave-
gbm)(rav alpeTika. € T EKK/\?]O'La 700 O€ov (L{ama,
amep Wo)\/\ast e)\v,w;vau-ro Kal )\vuawovmt 7'7711 €v
Xpw"rco TeTYplo 'rov avﬁpwmvov yeuovs', Kol oTTeEp
ws ovrepp.a*ra 7rom;pa Kal ,ue)\n 0'60'7771'07(1 Sikalws
amOKOTTOVTAL GTT0 TOD Vylovs aduaros Ths opfodofov
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PATRIARCHAL AND SYNODICAL LETTER

To the Most Sacred and Most Duvvinely-beloved
Brethren in Christ the Metropolitans and Bishops,
and thewr sacred and venerable Clergy, and all the
pious and orthodox Laity of the Most Holy Apos-
tolic and Patriarchal Throne of Constantinople.

¢Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken
unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of
their conversation :

¢Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Be not
carried about with divers and strange doctrines.” (Heb. xii. 7, 8.)

(‘Remember them that had the rule over you, which spake unto you
the word of God ; and considering the issue of their life, imitate their
faith.

‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever.
Be not carried away by divers and strange teachings.” (Heb. xiii. 7, 8.
R.V.)]

1. EvERrY pious and orthodox soul, which has a sincere
zeal for the glory of God, is deeply afflicted and weighed
down with great pain upon seeing that he who detests
that which is good and is a murderer from the beginning,
impelled by envy of man’s salvation, never ceases continu-
ally to sow divers tares in the field of the Lord, in order
to sift the wheat. From this source indeed, even from
the earliest times, there sprang up in the Church of God
heretical tares, which have in many ways made havoc,
and do still make havoe, of the salvation of mankind by
Christ ; which moreover, as bad seeds and corrupted
members, are rightly cut off from the sound body of the
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Ka¢90/\u<ﬁs‘ TOU Xpwroz? ’EKK/\?;a'Zac. :EV e’axoi’row
8¢ xpovois 6 7rom;p09 Siomacer amo T8 épﬁoBofciv
"ExkAnaias Tov Xptarov Kot eﬁvn o)\om\npa TS
Avoews, e,u(;bvanaas* Tols €émwokomots TS Pouns
(f)povn,uara vnep(j)ta)\ov a)\aé’ovetag, TTOLKIAOS yevr)-
aaons Kaworomag aﬁe(r,uovs- Kal avrevayye)\mas*.
Kal ov yovov 'rov'ro, aA\a 577 Kal TovTl Tpo7rco
aywvi{ovrar ol Kara KaLpov TaTaL 7‘775‘ ‘Pouns, va
vworafwcrw €ls Tas €QUTOV TAAVAS TRV alcpa&wrwg
ave. Ty Auaroz\nv ™ 7ra'rpo7rapa307co NS TOTEWS
opfodoia armxovaau Kaﬁo)\ucnu "ExkAnaiav 00
Xpworov, €évdoes kara v idlav avraciov émri-
duokovres amAos kal afaoavioTws.

B. Obrw &) 6 viv Makapioratos wamas “Pouns
Aéwv IT". €€ apopuns Tob eémokomikot avrov loBy-
Aaiov 6’877;u00't'ev<re kara. "lovwov Tov 7rap6/\061/7'b9
crw'rnptov €Tovs eyxvx)uov emoro)\nv, 7rpog TOUS
nye,uovag Kal TOUS AaovS 7'179 oucov,uewyg ATOTEWO-
uémy, 8 %Ns mwpookalel apa kol THY kal Nuds
opfodoEov kaBoluny kal amooToAikny Tov XpLoTod
"ExcAnoiav eis iy pera Tov wamikot Gpovov Evwow,
evvodr Y évwow TavTyr ©s Suvvauévmy yevérla
p.évou o dvavap[aecog avTob ®S AKPOV o’sztepe'cog
Kol UTTEPTATOV TVEVUATIKOD TE Kal KOO‘[J.LKOU apxovros
'n)s' kafolov EKK/\?]O‘LaS‘ Kal ,u.ovov av'mrpocranrov
TOU Xpworov émt s ys kal waons yapiros Savo-
p.ewg

y. Ka maca 8777rov Kap&a xpza"nammy o(ﬁa)\ec
eupopetabou ’rov moBov 1'779 TOV EKK)\nmwv evwaecoS‘,
e aupércs Oe Uv;urao-a 7 opHoSogovo-a ocKovueun, UTTo
aAnfovs wrevparos eboefBelas éumveopévn auvpda TG

T T A T R
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orthodox catholic Church of Christ. But in these last
times the evil one has rent from the orthodox Church of
Christ even whole nations in the West, having inflated
the bishops of Rome with thoughts of excessive arro-
gance, which has given birth to divers lawless and
anti-evangelical innovations. And not only so, but
furthermore the Popes of Rome from time to time,
pursuing absolutely and without examination modes of
union according to their own fancy, strive by every
means to reduce to their own errors the catholic Church
of Christ, which throughout the East walks unshaken
in the orthodoxy of faith transmitted to her by the
Fathers.

II. Accordingly the present Most Blessed Pope of
Rome, Leo XIII, on the occasion of his episcopal
jubilee, published in the month of June of the past
year of grace an encyclical letter, addressed to the
princes and peoples of the world, by which he also at
the same time invites our orthodox Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church of Christ to union with the papal throne,
thinking that such union can only be obtained hy
acknowledging him as supreme pontiff and the highest
spiritual and temporal ruler of the universal Church, as
the only representative of Christ upon earth and the
dispenser of all grace.

III. No doubt every Christian heart ought to be
filled with longing for the union of the Churches, and
especially the whole orthodox world, being inspired by
a true spirit of piety, according to the divine purpose
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Oelp orOTT P TT)S (rvm'aaewg s ~ExkAnolas vmo Tod
ﬁeauﬁpam-ov Ewmpos NUOV Xpw"rov, &akaws‘ €t~
molet 7'77v Gvwow Tov "ExkkAnowdv év T vl kavow
s mioTews kal éml Tov OepeAiov 7779 awoaTo)\tKng
Kal 7Ta'rpo7rapa507'ov Sidaokalias, ovros aKpoyw-
nalov ABov avrod "Inaod Xpiorovr . “Obev kal kaf
éxdarnu €v Tals Sn,uoa't'atg 7rpbs~ Kvptov Beno'eaw
evxerou v7rep TS EMTUVAYWYNS TOV emcopmoweucov
Kal 7‘775‘ TOV 7re7r)\am],uevcov e7ra1/030v ELS‘ v evlelay
6dov s ainbelas, Tris povy dyet wpos Ty (wny TOY
amavrev, Tov povoyern Yiov kat Noyov Tob Oe€od kal
Kipiov Hudv Inacotr Xporov 2. Svupodvws Oy mpos
Tov tepov Tovrov wobov 1) kal fuas épbodoos Tob
Xpworov *EkkAnola wavrore éroluws éxet amodéEaaba
TATOV TTEPL €VGoEws TPOTATLY, €av MOVor O TNS
Pouns émioromos amorwaln amaf Sww mwavros Tov
oppabor Tov es v "ExkAnolay adrtod mapeo-
ax0évror  ToAGY Kkal TOKIA®Y avTevayYEAK®DY
VEWTEPLO UGBV, TOV KAl TPOKANETAVTOY TNV AUTNpay
Swipeay Tév *ExkAnodr Avarolis kal Avcews,
Kkal e’mxve'/\ﬁn els TO é’(Saq')og 7oV aylov érra Oikov-
HEVIKDY Evvo&ov, amveg, v ayle Hvev;wm aUykpO-
™letoar €€ au'rwrpooam'cou TATOY TOV aylwy TOU
eeov "ExcAnowy wpos &evkpwncrw 7S op¢9775' TS
TioTews SiSackallns kare TV atpen{om'wv, fovo
kupos kaBoAwkov kol aidov év ™ EKK/\?’}O'L(Z TOV
Xpworov. Tovro 8¢ kol i ovyypadhdy kol O
eyxvm\lwv EmTTOAGY 00 OtéAurer vmodekviovoa )
"ra7ru<77 EKK/\no-La, O'a(,‘l)wS‘ KaL 3tapp77377v Swarvmed-
gaoa, OTt Gd) oo ov av'ny p.ev e,u,uevec €V Tals Koo~
' "E¢ea. 8. 20. 2 ’Tw. 8. 6.
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*1
of the establishment of the Church by the God-man
our Saviour Christ, ardently longs for the unity of the
Churches in the one rule of faith, and on the foundation
of the apostolic doctrine handed down to us through the
Fathers, ¢ Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner
stone!” Wherefore she also every day, in her public
prayers to the Lord, prays for the gathering together of
the scattered and for the return of those who have gone
astray to the right way of the truth, which alone leads
to the Life of all, the only-begotten Son and Word of
God, our Lord Jesus Christ 2. Agreeably, therefore, to
this sacred longing, our orthodox Church of Christ is
always ready to accept any proposal of union, if only the
Bishop of Rome would shake off once for all the whole
series of the many and divers anti-evangelical novelties
that have been ¢ privily brought in’ to his Church, and
have provoked the sad division of the Churches of the
Fast and West, and would return to the basis of the
seven holy Oecumenical Councils, which, having been
assembled in the Holy Spirit, of representatives of all
the holy Churches of God, for the determination of the
right teaching of the faith against heretics, have a uni-
versal and perpetual supremacy in the Church of Christ.
And this, both by her writings and encyeclical letters, the
orthodox Church has never ceased to intimate to the
Papal Church, having clearly and explicitly set forth
that so long as the latter perseveres in her innovations,

! Eph. ii. zo. ? John xiv. 6.
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roplats aOTS, 7 R 6p968o€o,9 ’EKK)\\nO'L'cf v Tais
Octous Kol GrooTONKALS TAPROOTETL KOL TOLS Hfow.ozs:
rov vvéa TPATWY ai’évwv TOU X?pw'natvw;pov, KaG\
obs ai s Avoews Exkhnotor 1oy oyoﬁogm Ka
NOUEVOL ETO TOV ’E,KK)\;UG'LOI)V, TS z\Axva'r(,))\ns;, Tas
\oyos Tepl EVOTEDS pdrauby Tl €L KoL KEVOD. OHﬁV
Kol €0UYN0OLEY o’c'xptﬁmvﬁe Kal awnftwc\ra,u’ev z\a,Bew
or oYrw TV TEPL NS O )\?yos: 77:;a7TLK77‘V ’E)/KIJ’K)\LOV,
avoperes NYNTApEVOL )\a)\ejw els wTA (1) aKOVOVTEY.
"Eredn opws amo TWOS XPOVOU 1) TOTKT] \E!iKA??O’La,
EYKATAANTOVT A 77\71/\ 68’(,)1) NS WELQ?US‘, KOLL’T7]S",0’U§"I7-
To€ws, TPOS KOWNY ékrAn&w Kol amopiay np’garo
aravdalilew Tas cvvadoes TOV owr)\ovm"epwv (ZPHO-
SoEwv xproTiaviy O épyaTdy 30)\[(:)1/, els ’aﬂ'ocrro)\ozfg
XpioTov peracynuari(opéver azrogre)\)\ovaa\ els
v Avaroljy kAnpikods Umo TO €vdupa kal 70
kiAvppa Ty ophodofwv iepéoy kal mwowkila aAAe
aTraTNAG UNXOVOUEVY) HET A TPOS érirev€w THV mpoo-
DAVTIOTIKGY avTis gKomGY, O TalTa G’K, Kaﬁn-\
KOUTOS L€POD GTTOANVOJEY TNV TOTPLAPXLKNY TauTIY Kol
ovvodikny éykukAwov éml wpoduAaky TS bpBodo&ov
TiloTews kai edoePelas, eldores oL, “n TOY aAnfov
KOVOV@Y (j)v)\am\y amovdaie eV e’w-o(pe{)\eraz ot
ToAd ¢ wAéov Tols amevBivew To TGV dAAwy UTO
™)s mwpovolas nEwpevors 2.’

. TId6os iepos kai évdopvyos s aylas kafoAkns
kai 0pBoddEov amoorolkns Tov Xpiarod "ExkAnaios
DTapYEL, S TPoElpnTaL, ) TOY ameayiouevoy  BrkAn-
OOV Evwats peT avTis €V TG €Vl KavovL TS TLOTEWS'
a\X’ dvev TowwTys év T miloTer évoryros advvaros

L4 ’
' B Koo. w. 13. 2 ®or. émor. Y. § L.
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and the orthodox Church adheres to the divine and
apostolie traditions and institutions of the first nine
centuries of Christianity, during which the Western
Churches were of the same mind and were united with
the Churches of the East, so long is it a vain and empty
thing to talk of union. For which cause we have
remained silent until now, and have declined to take
into consideration the papal encyclical in question,
esteeming it unprofitable to speak to the ears of those
who do not hear. Since, however, from a certain
period the Papal Church, having abandoned the method
of persuasion and discussion, began, to our general
astonishment and perplexity, to lay traps for the con-
sciences of the more simple orthodox Christians by
means of deceitful workers transformed into apostles of
Christ !, sending into the East clerics with the dress and
headcovering of orthodox priests, inventing also divers
other artful means to obtain her proselytizing objects ;
for this reason, as in sacred duty bound, we issue this
patriarchal and synodical encyclical, for a safeguard
of the orthodox faith and piety, knowing ‘that the
observance of the true canons is a duty for every good
man, and much more for those who have been thought
worthy by Providence to direct the affairs of others®’

IV. The union of the separated Churches with herself
in one rule of faith is, as has been said before, a sacred
and inward desire of the holy, catholic and orthodox
apostolic Chureh of Christ ; but without such unity in

1 aCor xi. 13. 2 Phot. Epist. iii. § 10.

C 2
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the faith, the desired union of the Churches becomes
impossible. This being the case, we wonder in truth
how the Most Blessed Pope, Leo XIII, though he himself
also acknowledges this truth, falls into a plain self-
contradiction, declaring, on the one hand, that true union
lies in the unity of faith, and, on the other hand, that
every Church, even after the union, can hold her own
dogmatic and canonical definitions, even when they
differ from those of the Papal Church, as His Blessedness
declares in a later encyclical, dated November 30, 1894.
For there is an evident contradiction when in one and
the same Church one believes that the Holy Ghost pro-
ceeds from the Father, and another that He proceeds
from the Father and the Son ; when one sprinkles, and
another baptizes (immerses) thrice in the water ; one uses
leavened bread in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist,
and another unleavened ; one imparts to the people of
the chalice as well as of the bread, and the other only of
the holy bread: and other things like these. But what
this eontradiction signifies, whether respect for the
evangelical truths of the holy Church of Christ and
an indirect concession and acknowledgement of them, or
something else, we cannot say.

V. But however that may be, for the practical realiza-
tion of the pious longing for the union of the Churches,
a common principle and basis must be settled first of all;
and there can be no such safe common principle and
basis other than the teaching of the Gospel and of the
seven holy Oecumenical Councils. Reverting, then, to
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that teaching which was common to the Churches of the
East and of the West until the separation, we ought, with
a sincere desire to know the truth, to search what the
one holy, catholic and orthodox apostolic Church of
Christ, being then ¢ of the same body,’ throughout the East
and West believed, and to hold this fast, entire, and
unaltered. But whatsoever has in later times been
added or taken away, every one has a sacred and indis-
pensable duty, if he sincerely seeks for the glory of God
more than for his own glory, that in a spirit of piety he
should correect it, considering that by arrogantly con-
tinuing in the perversion of the truth he is liable to
a heavy account before the impartial judgement-seat of
Christ. In saying this we do not at all refer to the
differences regarding the ritual of the sacred services and
the hymns, or the sacred vestments, and the like, which
matters, even though they still vary, as they did of old,
do not in the least injure the substance and unity of
the faith; but we refer to those essential differences
which have reference to the divinely transmitted doc-
trines of the faith, and the divinely instituted canonical
constitution of the administration of the Churches. ‘In
cases where the thing disregarded is not the faith (says
also the holy Photius), and is no falling away from any
general and catholic decree, different rites and customs
being observed among different people, a man who
knows how to judge rightly would decide that neither
do those who observe them act wrongly, nor do those
who have not received them break the law !’

' Phot. Epist. iii. § 6.
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VI And indeed for the holy purpose of union, the
Fastern orthodox and catholic Church of Christ is
ready heartily to accept all that which both the Eastern
and Western Churches unanimously professed before
the ninth century, if she has perchance perverted or do
not hold it. And if the Westerns prove from the teach-
ing of the holy Fathers and the divinely assembled
Oecumenical Councils that the then orthodox Roman
Church, which was throughout the West, ever before
the ninth century read the Creed with the addition,
or used unleavened bread, or accepted the doctrine of
a purgatorial fire, or sprinkling instead of baptism, or
the immaculate conception of the ever-Virgin, or the
temporal power, or the infallibility and absolutism of
the Bishop of Rome, we have no more to say. But if,
on the contrary, it is plainly demonstrated, as those of
the Latins themselves, who love the truth, also acknow-
ledge, that the Eastern and orthodox catholic Church
of Christ holds fast the anciently transmitted doctrines
which were at that time professed in common both in
the East and the West, and that the Western Church
perverted them by divers innovations, then it is clear,
even to children, that the more natural way to union
is the return of the Western Church to the ancient
doctrinal and administrative condition of things; for
the faith does not change in any way with time or
circumstances, but remains the same always and every-
where, for ¢ there is one body and one Spirit,’ it is said,
‘even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
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one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all’

VII. So then the one holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church of the seven Oecumenical Councils believed and
taught in accordance with the words of the Gospel,
that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father; but
in the West, even from the ninth century, the holy
Creed, which was composed and sanctioned by Oecu-
menical Councils, began to be falsified, and the idea
that the Holy Ghost proceeds ¢ also from the Son’ to
be arbitrarily promulgated. And certainly Pope Leo
XIII is not ignorant that his orthodox predecessor and
namesake, the defender of orthodoxy, Leo III in the
year 8og denounced synodically this anti-evangelical and
utterly lawless addition, ¢ and from the Son’ (fiiogue) ;
and engraved on two silver plates, in Greek and Latin,
the holy Creed of the first and second Oecumenical
Councils, entire and without any addition: having
written moreover, ¢ These words I, Leo, have set down
for love and as a safeguard of the orthodox faith’ (Haece
Leo posui amore et cautela fidei orthodoxae)?.

! Eph. iv. 5.

2 See Life of Leo IIL by Anastasius, presbyter and libravian at
Rome, in his Lives of the Popes. The holy Photius also, making mention
of this invective of the orthodox Pope of Rome, Leo III, against the
holders of the erroneous doctrine, in his renowned letter to the
Metropolitan of Aquileia, expresses himself as follows: ¢ For (not to
mention those who were before him) Leo the elder, prelate of Rome,
as well as Leo the younger after him, shew themselves to be of the
same mind with the catholic and apostolic Church, with the holy
prelates their predecessors, and with the apostolic commands; the
one having contributed much to the assembling of the fourth holy
Oecumenical Council, both by the sacred men who were sent to repre-
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Likewise he is by no means ignorant that during the
tenth century, or at the beginning of the eleventh, this
anti-evangelical and lawless addition was with difficulty
inserted officially into the holy Creed at Rome also, and
that consequently the Roman Chureh, in insisting on
her innovations, and not coming back to the dogma of
the Oecumenical Councils, renders herself fully respon-
sible before the one holy, catholic and apostolic Church
of Christ, which holds fast that which has been received
from the Fathers, and keeps the deposit of the faith
which was delivered to it unadulterated in all things,
in obedience to the Apostolic injunction: ¢That good
thing which was committed unto thee keep by the
Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us’; ‘avoiding profane

sent him, and by his letter, through which both Nestorius and
Eutyches were overthrown ; by which letter he moreover, in accord-
ance with previous synodical decrees, declared the Holy Ghost to
proceed from the Father, but not also ‘from the Son.” And in like
manner Leo the younger, his counterpart in faith as well as in name.
This latter indeed, who was ardently zealous for true piety, in order
that the unspotted pattern of true piety might not in any way what-
ever be falsified by a barbarous language, published it in Greek, as
has already been said in the beginning, to the people of the West,
that they might thereby glorify and preach aright the Holy Trinity.
And not only by word and command, but also, having inscribed and
exposed it to the sight of all on certain shields specially made, as on
certain monuments, he fixed it at the gates of the Church, in order
that every person might easily learn the uncontaminated faith, and
in order that no chance whatever might be left to secret forgers and
innovators of adulterating the piety of us Christians, and of bringing
in the Son besides the Father as a second cause of the Holy Spirit,
who proceeds from the Father with honour equal to that of the
begotten Son. And it was not these two holy men alone, who shone
brightly in the West, who preserved the faith free from innovation ;
for the Church is not in such want as that of Western preachers; but
there is also a host of them not easily counted who did likewise.’

—FEpist. v, § 3.
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and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely
so called : which some professing have erred concerning
the faith 1.

VIII. The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church
of the first seven Oecumenical Councils baptized by
three immersions in the water, and the Pope Pelagius
speaks of the triple immersion as a command of the
Lord, and in the thirteenth century baptism by immer-
sions still prevailed in the West; and the sacred fonts
themselves, preserved in the more ancient churches
in Italy, are eloquent witnesses on this point; but
in later times sprinkling or affusion, being privily
brought in, came to be accepted by the Papal Church,
which still holds fast the innovation, thus also widening
the gulf which she has opened; but we Orthodox, re-
maining faithful to the apostolic tradition and the
practice of the seven Oecumenical Councils, ¢ stand fast,
contending for the common profession, the paternal
treasure of the sound faith?’

IX. The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church of
the seven Oecumenical Councils, according to the ex-
ample of our Saviour, celebrated the divine Kucharist
for more than a thousand years throughout the East and
West with leavened bread, as the truth-loving papal
theologians themselves also bear witness ; but the Papal
Church from the eleventh century made an innovation

1 2 Tim. i. 14 ; © Tim. vi. 20.
2 St. Basil the Great, Ep. 243, To the Bishops of Italy and Gaul.
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also in the sacrament of the divine Eucharist by intro-
ducing unleavened bread.

X. The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church of
the seven Oecumenical Councils held that the precious
gifts are consecrated after the prayer of the invo-
cation of the Holy Ghost by the blessing of the
priest, as the ancient rituals of Rome and Gaul testify ;
nevertheless afterwards the Papal Church made an
innovation in this also, by arbitrarily accepting the
consecration of the precious gifts as taking place along
with the utterance of the Lord's words: ‘Take, eat;
this is my body’: and ‘Drink ye all of it; for this
is my blood 1.’

XL The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church of
the seven Oecumenical Councils, following the Lord’s
command, ¢ Drink ye all of it imparted also of the
holy chalice to all; but the Papal Church from the
ninth century downwards has made an innovation in
this rite also, by depriving the laity of the holy chalice,
contrary to the Lord’s command and the universal
practice of the ancient Church, as well as the express
prohibition of many ancient orthodox bishops of Rome.

XII. The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church of
the seven Oecumenical Councils, walking according to
the divinely inspired teaching of the Holy Scripture
and the old apostolic tradition, prays and invokes the
mercy of God for the forgiveness and rest of those

! Matt. xxvi, 26-28. 2 Matt. xxvi. 28,
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‘which are fallen asleep in the Lord!’; but the Papal
Chureh from the twelfth century downwards has in-
vented and heaped together in the person of the Pope,
as one singularly privileged, a multitude of innovations
concerning purgatorial fire, a superabundance of the
virtues of the saints, and the distribution of them to
those who need them, and the like, setting forth also
a full reward for the just before the universal resurrec-
tion and judgement.

XIII. The one holy, catholic and apostolic Church
of the seven Oecumenical Councils teaches that the
supernatural incarnation of the only-begotten Son and
Word of God, of the Holy Ghost and the Virgin Mary,
is alone pure and immaculate; but the Papal Church
scarcely forty years ago again made an innovation by
laying down a novel dogma concerning the immaculate
conception of the Mother of God and ever-Virgin Mary,
which was unknown to the ancient Church, and strongly
opposed at different times even by the more distinguished
among the papal theologians.

XIV. Passing over, then, these serious and substantial
differences between the two Churches respecting the
faith, which differences, as has been said before, were
created in the West, His Blessedness in his encyclical
represents the question of the primacy of the Roman
Pontiff as the principal and, so to speak, only cause of
the dissension, and sends us to the sources, that we may
make diligent search as to what our forefathers believed
and what the tirst age of Christianity delivered to us.

! Matt. xxvi gr; Heb. xi. 39; 2 Tim, iv. 8; 2 Mace. xii, 48.
D2
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But, having recourse to the fathers and the Oecumenical
Councils of the Church of the first nine centuries, we
are fully persuaded that the Bishop of Rome was never
considered as the supreme authority and infallible
head of the Church, and that every bishop is head and
president of his own particular Church, subject only to
the synodical ordinances and decisions of the Church
universal as being alone infallible, the Bishop of Rome
being in no wise excepted from this rule, as Church
history shows. Our Lord Jesus Christ alone is the
eternal Prince and immortal Head of the Church, for
‘He is the Head of the body, the Church !, who said also
to His divine disciples and apostles at His ascension
into heaven, ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world®’ In the Holy Secripture the
Apostle Peter, whom the Papists, relying on apocryphal
books of the second century, the pseudo-Clementines,
imagine with a purpose to be the founder of the Roman
Church and their first bishop, discusses matters as an
equal among equals in the apostolic synod of Jerusalem,
and at another time is sharply rebuked by the Apostle
Paul, as is evident from the Epistle to the Galatians ®,
Moreover, the Papists themselves know well that the
very passage of the Gospel to which the Pontiff of Rome
refers, : Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my Church?’ is in the first centuries of the Church
interpreted quite differently, in a spirit of orthodoxy,

1 Col. i. 18. 2 Matt. xxviii. 20.
8 Gal. ii. 11, * Matt. xvi. 18,
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both by tradition and by all the divine and sacred
Fathers without exception; the fundamental and un-
shaken rock upon which the Lord has built His own
Church, against which the gates of hell shall not pre-
vail, being understood metaphorically of Peter’s true
confession concerning the Lord, that ¢ He is Christ, the
Son of the living God!'.” Upon this confession and faith
the saving preaching of the Gospel by all the apostles
Whence also the

Apostle Paul, who had been caught up into heaven,

and their successors rests unshaken.

evidently interpreting this divine passage, declares by
divine inspiration, saying: ¢ According to the grace of
God which is given unto me, as a wise master-builder,
I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ 2.
Paul calls all the apostles and propliets together the
foundation of the building up in Christ of the faithful ;
that is to say, the members of the body of Christ, which

But it is in another sense that

is the Church®; when he writes to the Ephesians: ‘Now
therefore ye are mo more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of
God ; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
corner stone 4. Such, then, being the divinely inspired
teaching of the apostles respecting the foundation and
Prince of the Church of God, of course the sacred

1 Matt. xvi. 16. 2 1 Cor. iii. 10, 11, 3 Qol. 1. 24
+ Eph. ii. 19, 20. Cp. 1 Pet. ii. 4; Rev. xxi. 14.
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Fathers, who held firmly to the apostolic traditions,
could not have or conceive any idea of an absolute
primacy of the Apostle Peter and the bishops of Rome ;
nor could they give any other- interpretation, totally
unknown to the Church, to that passage of the Gospel,
but that which was true and right; nor could they
arbitrarily and by themselves invent a novel doctrine
respecting excessive privileges of the Bishop of Rome
as successor, if so be, of Peter; especially whilst the
Church of Rome was chiefly founded, not by Peter,
whose apostolic action at Rome is totally unknown
to history, but by the heaven-caught apostle of the
Gentiles, Paul, through his disciples, whose apostolic
ministry in Rome is well known to all™.

XV. The divine Fathers, honouring the Bishop of
Rome only as the bishop of the capital city of the
empire, gave him the honorary prerogative of presi-
dency, considering him simply as the bishop first in
order, that is, first among equals; which prerogative
they also assigned afterwards to the Bishop of Constan-
tinople, when that city became the capital of the Roman
Empire, as the twenty-eighth canon of the fourth
Oecumenical Council at Chalcedon bears witness, say-
ing, among other things, as follows: ¢We do also
determine and decree the same things respecting the
prerogatives of the most holy Church of the said Con-
stantinople, which is new Rome. For the Fathers have

1 See Acts of the Apostles xxviii. 15; Rom. i. 9, xV. 15-xvi; Phil.
119:
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rightly given the prerogative to the throne of the elder
Rome, because that was the imperial city. And the
hundred and fifty most religious bishops, moved by the
same consideration, assigned an equal prerogative to the
most holy throne of new Rome.” From this canon it is
very evident that the Bishop of Rome is equal in honour
to the Bishop of the Church of Constantinople and to
those of other Churches, and there is no hint given in
any canon or by any of the Fathers that the Bishop
of Rome alone has ever been prince of the universal
Church and the infallible judge of the bishops of the
other independent and self-governing Churches, or the
successor of the Apostle Peter and vicar of Jesus Christ

on earth.

XVI. Each particular self-governing Church, both in
the East and West, was totally independent and
self-administered in the times of the seven Oecumenical
Councils. And just as the bishops of the self—governif]g
Churches of the East, so also those of Africa, Spain,
(aul, Germany, and Britain managed the affairs of.their
own Churches, each by their local synods, the B'xshoph
of Rome having no right to interfere, and he himself
also was equally subject and obedient to t:,he decrees
of synods. But on important questions which needed
the sanction of the universal Church an appeal was
made to an Oecumenical Council, which alone was and
is the supreme tribunal in the universal Church. Such
was the ancient constitution of the Church; but the
bishops were independent of each other, and each



44

€v Tols Olots €kaaros oplots, povov Tals guvodikais
Swraleaw Umelkovres, kol Tapekabnyro oot wpos
aAAjAovs €év Tais auvodois® ovdels 8¢ avrdv Sief-
ediker moTeé povapyika Owardpara éml s kabolov
‘Exkkxnoias: €t 8¢ more uroSoEodvrés Twes ériokomor
s ‘Pouns vyepov imepparovs alidaes ayvdorov
ev ) "ExkAnoia arolvrapyias, oi Towdror mwpoo-
nkovTs NAEyxOnoay kal érerqunOnoav.  AvakpyBes
cg’c’pa kal mpochavns wAdr eEeNéyxerar Smep duayupl-
(e‘r\at (‘i Af’wu IT". Xéyov év 1) éykvrdio abrob, ér
mpo TS €moxmns Tov peyadov Pwriov To dvoua ToD
‘Popaikod Gpovov 7y ayov wape waot Tois Aaois Tob
XPLOTIavIkoD koapov, 1) 0¢” AvaTols) duoiws ) Avge
f)p.oﬁvp.aé‘bv Kal dvev dvTioTdoews Umerdooero TG
’Pmpa{cp apxLEpel, s Saboxw Onbev Vol r0D
arooroAov Ilérpov, kal kare cuvvéreiay TOTOTNPYTY
o0 "Inoot Xpurrod éml yns. :
t< ". Kara tods éwéa aidvas rov Oikovuerikoy
?vvo&’ov ] o’w\aro)\mﬁ opfodo&os *ExxAnoia ovdérore
avEyVOpLTE Tas 7rfp2 TpwTeiov VmepPidlovs afidaers
TV ETTKOT WY Tijs Pouns, érouévws ovde vmerayln
AUTOLS; (S TPAVGS PAPTUPEL 1) EKKANCLRTTIKY (oTopic.
H, aveEapryros oxéots Ths "Avaro)ijs mwpos T
Avow capds kai apdiiws KaTapaiverar kal €k TGV
oAlywv kal aéoouedrov ékelvay AOY®V TOD peydAov
Bo’zm,/\a'ov, obs ypade. érioTéAA ey wpPos Tov év aylots
Eua'eBto’v, ériokomor Sapocdrey. « Te ovre yap
Hef)a'rrevo;u,eua Ta 1571’-ep7§¢ava 70y, éavrov UTepoTTL-
KoTEPR 'waoﬂat mepuke.  Kai yap éav pév idac6y
v 6 Kv;,nos‘,’ To[a\g érépas  wpoabikns aeé,ueﬂal;
€av O¢ emepeivy v dpyy Tob Ocod, mola yuiv Boyfea

45

entirely free within his own bounds, obeying only the
synodical decrees, and they sat as equal one to another
in synods. Moreover, none of them ever laid claim to
monarchical rights over the universal Church; and if
sometimes certain ambitious bishops of Rome raised
excessive claims to an absolutism unknown to the
Church, such were duly reproved and rebuked. The
assertion therefore of Leo XIII, when he -says in his
Encyclical that before the period of the great Photius
the name of the Roman throne was holy among all the
peoples of the Christian world, and that the East, like
the West, with one accord and without epposition, was
subject to the Roman pontiff as lawful successor, so to
say, of the Apostle Peter, and consequently vicar of Jesus
Christ on earth, is proved to be inaccurate and a manifest

error.

XVII. During the nine centuries of the Oecumenical
Councils the Eastern Orthodox Church never recog-
nized the excessive claims of primacy on the part of
the bishops of Rome, nor consequently did she ever
submit herself to them, as Church history plainly bears
witness. The independent relation of the Kast to the
West is clearly and manifestly shown also by those few
and most significant words of Basil the Great, which
he writes in a letter to the holy Eusebius, Bishop of
Samosata : ¢ For when haughty characters are courted,
it is their nature to become still more disdainful. For
if the Lord be merciful to us, what other assistance do
we need? But if the wrath of God abide on us, what
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help is there for us from Western superciliousness?
Men who neither know the truth nor can bear to learn
it, but being prejudiced by false suspicions, they act
now as they did before in the case of Marcellus®.’ The
celebrated Photius, therefore, the sacred Prelate and
luminary of Constantinople, defending this independence
of the Church of Constantinople after the middle of the
ninth century, and foreseeing the impending perversion
of the ecclesiastical constitution in the West, and its
defection from the orthodox East, at first endeavoured in
a peaceful manner to avert the danger; but the Bishop
of Rome, Nicholas I, by his uncanonical interference
with the East, beyond the bounds of his diocese, and by
the attempt which he made to subdue the Church of
Constantinople to himself, pushed matters to the verge
The first

seeds of these claims of a papal absolutism were scat-

of the grievous separation of the Churches.

tered abroad in the pseudo-Clementines, and were culti-
vated, exactly at the epoch of this Nicholas, in the
so-called pseudo-Isidorian decrees, which are a farrago
of spurious and forged royal decrees and letters of
ancient bishops of Rome, by which, contrary to the
trath of history and the established constitution of the
Church, it was purposely promulgated that, as they said,
Christian antiquity assigned to the bishops of Rome

an unbounded authority over the universal Church.

! Epist. 239.
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XVIII. These facts we recall with sorrow of heart, inas-
much as the Papal Church, though she now acknowledges
the spuriousness and forged character of those decrees
on which her excessive claims are grounded, not only
stubbornly refuses to come back to the canons and
decrees of the Oecumenical Councils, but even in the
expiring years of the nineteenth century has widened
the existing gulf by officially proclaiming, to the astonish-
ment of the Christian world, that the Bishop of Rome is
even infallible. The orthodox Eastern and catholic
Church of Christ, with the exception of the Son and
Word of God, who was ineffably made man, knows no
one that was infallible upon earth. Even the Apostle
Peter himself, whose successor the Pope thinks himself
to be, thrice denied the Lord, and was twice rebuked by
the Apostle Paul as not walking uprightly according to
the truth of the Gospel . Afterwards the Pope Liberius,
in the fourth ecentury, subscribed an Arian confession;
and likewise Zosimus, in the fifth century, approved an
heretical confession, denying original sin. Vigilius, in
the sixth century, was condemned for wrong opinions
by the fifth Council ; and Honorius, having fallen into
the Monothelite heresy; was condemned in the seventh
century by the sixth Oecumenical C'ouncil as a heretic,
and the popes who succeeded him acknowledged and
accepted his condemnation.

XIX. With these and such facts in view, the peoples
of the West, becoming gradually civilized by the diffusion

1 Gal. ii. 11,
E
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of letters, began to protest against innovations, and to
demand (as was done in the fifteenth century at the
Councils of Constance and Basle) the return to the
ecclesiastical constitution of the first centuries, to which,
by the grace of God, the orthodox Churches throughout
the East and North, which alone now form the one holy,
catholic and apostolic Church of Christ, the pillar and
ground of the truth, remain, and will always remain,
faithful. The same was done in the seventeenth century
by the learned Gallican theologians, and in the eighteenth
by the bishops of Germany ; and in this present century
of science and criticism, the Christian conscience rose up
in one body in the year 1870, in the persons of the cele-
brated clerics and theologians of Germany, on account
of the novel dogma of the infallibility of the Popes, issued
by the Vatican Council, a consequence of which rising
is seen in the formation of the separate religious com-
munities of the old Catholics, who, having disowned the
papacy, are quite independent of it.

XX. In vain, therefore, does the Bishop of Rome send
us to the sources that we may seek diligently for what
our forefathers believed and what the first period of
Christianity delivered to us. In these sources we, the
orthodox, find the old and divinely-transmitted doctrines,
to which we carefully hold fast to the present time, and
nowhere do we find the innovations which later times
of empty mindedness brought forth in the West, and

which the Papal Church having adopted retains till this
E 2
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very day. The orthodox Eastern Church then justly
glories in Christ as being the Church of the seven
Oecumenical Councils and the first nine centuries of
Christianity, and therefore the one holy, catholic and
apostolic Church of Christ, ‘ the pillar and ground of the
truth®’; but the present Roman Church is the Church
of innovations, of the falsification of the writings of the
Church Fathers, and of the misinterpretation of Holy
Scripture and of the decrees of the holy councils, for
which she has reasonably and justly been disowned, and
is still disowned, so far as she remains in her error.
‘For better is a praiseworthy war than a peace which
separates from God,” as Gregory of Nazianzus also says.

XXI. Such are, briefly, the serious and arbitrary
innovations concerning the faith and the administrative
constitution of the Church, which the Papal Church has
introduced and which, it is evident, the Papal Encyclical
purposely passes over in silence. These innovations,
which have reference to essential points of the faith and
of the administrative system of the Church, and which
are manifestly opposed to the ecclesiastical condition of
the first nine centuries, make the longed-for union of the
Churches impossible : and every pious and orthodox heart
is filled with inexpressible sorrow on seeing the Papal
Church disdainfully persisting in them,and not in the least
contributing to the sacred purpose of union by reject-
ing those heretical innovations and coming back to the

¥ rPios. i1 15,
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ancient condition of the one holy, catholic and apostolic
Church of Christ, of which she also at that time formed
a part.

XXII. But what are we to say of all that the Roman
Pontiff writes when he addresses the glorious Slavonic
nations? No one, indeed, has ever denied that by the
virtue and the apostolic toils of SS. Cyril and Methodius
the grace of salvation was vouchsafed to not a few
of the Slavonic peoples; but history testifies that at
the period of the great Photius those Greek apostles
to the Slavs and intimate friends of that divine Father,
setting out from Thessalonica, were sent to convert the
Slavonic tribes not from Rome but from Constantinople,
where moreover they had been trained, living as monks in
the monastery of St. Polychronius. It is therefore utterly
incoherent which is proclaimed in the Roman Pontiff's
Encyclical, that, as he says, a kindly relation and mutual
sympathy was brought about between the Slavonic
tribes and the pontiffs of the Roman Church ; for even
if His Blessedness is ignorant of it, history nevertheless
explicitly proclaims that these sacred apostles to the
Slavs of whom we speak, encountered greater difficulties
in their work from the bishops of Rome through their
excommunications and opposition, and were more cruelly
persecuted by the Frankish papal bishops than by the
heathen inhabitants of those countries. Certainly His
Blessedness knows well that the blessed Methodius
having departed to the Lord, two hundred of the most
distinguished of his disciples, after many struggles against
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the opposition of the Roman Pontiffs, were driven out
of Moravia and led away by military force beyond its
boundaries, from whenee afterwards they were dispersed
into Bulgaria and elsewhere. And he knows also that
with the expulsion of the more erudite Slavonic clergy,
the ritual of the East, as well as the Slavonic language
then in use, were also driven out, and in process of time
all vestige of orthodoxy was effaced from those provinees,
and all these things done with the official co-operation
of the bishops of Rome in a manner not the least honour-
able to the holiness of the episcopal dignity. But not-
withstanding all this despiteful treatment, the orthodox
Slavonic Churches, the beloved daughters of the orthodox
East, and especially the great and glorious Church of
divinely preserved Russia, having been preserved harm-
less by the grace of God, have kept, and will keep till
the end of the ages, the orthodox faith, and stand
forth conspicuous testimonies of the liberty that is in
Christ. In vain, therefore, does the Papal Encyclical
promise to the Slavonic Churches prosperity and great-
ness, because by the goodwill of the most gracious God
they already possess these blessings, and such as these,
standing firm in the orthodoxy of their fathers and
glorying in it in Christ.

XXIIL. These things being so, and being indisputably
proved by ecclesiastical history, we, anxious as it is our
duty to be, address ourselves to the peoples of the West,
who through ignorance of the true and impartial history
of ecclesiastical matters, being credulously led away,
follow the anti-evangelical and utterly lawless innova-
tions of the papacy, having been separated and continu-
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ing far from the one holy, catholic and apostolic orthodox
Church of Christ, which is ¢the Church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth ’,’ in which also
their glorious ancestors and forefathers shone by their
piety and orthodoxy of faith, having been faithful and
precious members of it during nine whole centuries,
obediently following and walking according to the de-
crees of the divinely assembled Oecumenical Councils.

XXIV. Christ-loving peoples of the glorious countries
of the West! we rejoice on the one hand seeing that
you have a zeal for Christ, being led by this right
persuasion, ¢ that without faith in Christ it is impossible
to please God?2;’ but on the other hand it is self-
evident to every right-thinking person that the salutary
faith in Christ ought by all means to be right in every-
thing, and in agreement with the Holy Scripture and the
apostolic traditions, upon which the teaching of the
divine Fathers and the seven holy, divinely assembled
Oeccumenical Couneils is based. It is moreover manifest
that the universal Church of God, which holds fast in its
bosom unique unadulterated and entire this salutary
faith as a divine deposit, just as it was of old delivered
and unfolded by the God-bearing Fathers moved by the
Spirit, and formulated by them during the first nine
centuries, is one and the same for ever, and not manifold
and varying with the process of time: because the
gospel truths are never susceptible of alteration or pro-
gress in course of time, like the various philosophiecal

Loaiiim. iti. 15 2 Heb. xi. 6.
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° ‘Inipsaitem catholica Ecclesia magnopere curandum est,
ut teneamus, quod ubique quod semper quod ab ommibus cre-
ditum est. Hoc est enim vere proprieque Catholicum (quod
1psa vis nominis ratioque declarat), quod omnia fere univer-
saliter comprehendit. Sed hoc fiet si sequimur universali-
tatem, antiquitatem, consensionem ’ (Vincentii Lirinensis

Copmlonitor.i_l}m pro Catholicae fidei antiquitate et univer-
salitate cap. iii. TIB\. cap. viii. xal Xiv).
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systems ; ‘for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and
to day, and for ever 1" Wherefore also the holy Vincent,
who was brought up on the milk of the piety received
from the fathers in the monastery of Lerins in Gaul, and
flourished about the middle of the fifth century, with
great wisdom and orthodoxy characterizes the true
catholicity of the faith and of the Chureh, saying :
‘In the catholic Church we must especially take heed
to hold that which has been believed everywhere at all
times, and by all. TFor this is truly and properly
catholic, as the very force and meaning of the word
signifies, which moreover comprehends almost every-
thing universally. And that we shall do, if we walk
following universality, antiquity, and consent?®’ But,
as has been said before, the Western Church, from the
tenth century downwards, has privily brought into
herself through the papacy various and strange and
heretical doctrines and innovations, and so she has been
torn away and removed far from the true and orthodox
Church of Christ. How necessary, then, it is for you to
come back and return to the ancient and unadulterated
doctrines of the Church in order to attain the salvation
in Christ after which you press, you can easily understand
if you intelligently consider the command of the heaven-

! Heb. xiii. 8.

? ¢Tn ipsa item catholica Ecclesia magnopere curandum est, ut tene-
amus, quod ubique quod semper quod ab omnibus creditum' est. i Hoe
est enim vere proprieque Catholicum (quod ipsa vis nominis ratloque?
declarat), quod omnia fere universaliter comprehendit. Sed ho.c fiet si
sequimur universalitatem, antiquitatem, consensionem’ (Vmcgntu
Lirinensis Commonitorium pro Catholicae fidei antiquitate et univer-
salitate cap. iii. ef. cap. viii. et xiv).
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ascended Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians, saying:
‘ Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our
epistle! ;> and also what the same divine apostle writes
to the Galatians, saying : ‘I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel : which is not another ; but
there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ2’ But avoid such perverters of the
evangelical truth, ¢ For they that are such serve not our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple®;” and come back for the future into the bosom
of the one holy, catholic and apostolic Church of God,
which consists of all the particular holy Churches of
God, which being divinely planted, like luxuriant vines
throughout the orthodox world, are inseparably united
to each other in the unity of the one saving faith in
Christ, and in the bond of peace and of the Spirit, that
you may obtain the longed-for salvation in Christ, and
that thus the highly-to-be-praised and most glorious
name of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who suffered for the salvation of the world, may be

glorified among you also.

XXV. But let us, who by the grace and goodwill of
the most gracious God are precious members of the body

! 1 Thess. ii. 15. 2 Gal. i. 6. 3 Rom. xvi. 18.
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of Christ, that is to say of His one holy, catholic and
apostolic Church, hold fast to the piety of our fathers,
handed down to us from the apostles. Let us all
beware of false apostles, who, coming to us in sheep’s
clothing, attempt to entice the more simple among us by
various deceptive promises, regarding all things as lawful
and allowing them for the sake of union, provided
only that the Pope of Rome be recognized as supreme
and infallible ruler and absolute sovereign of the uni-
versal Church, and only representative of Christ on
earth, and the source of all grace. And especially let us,
who by the grace and mercy of God have been appointed
bishops, pastors, and teachers of the holy Churches of
God, ‘take heed unto ourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made us overseers, to
feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with
His own blood!’ as they that must give account.
‘ Wherefore let us comfort ourselves together, and edify
one another?’ ¢And the God of all grace, who hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, make
us perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle us?’ and grant that
all those who are without and far away from the one
holy, catholic and orthodox fold of His reasonable sheep
may be enlightened with the light of His grace and the
acknowledging of the truth. To Him be glory and

dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

U Acts xx. 28. 2 1 Thess. v. 11. $ 1 Pet, v. 10,
Bﬂ
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In the Patriarchal Palace of Constantinople, in the
month of August of the year of grace Mpccexcy.

v ANTHIMUS of Constantinople, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.

»k NICODEMUS of Cyzicus, beloved brother and inter-
cessor in Christ our God.

"« PHILOTHEUS of Nicomedia, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.

2« JEROME of Nicaea, beloved brother and intercessor
in Christ our God.

"« NATHANAEL of Prusa, beloved brother and inter-
cessor in Christ our God.

& BASIL of Smyrna, beloved brother and intercessor
in Christ our God.

« STEPHEN of Philadelphia, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.

"k ATHANASIUS of Lemnos, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.

i BESSARION of DYRRACHIUM, beloved brother
and intercessor in Christ our God.

v« DOROTHEUS of Belgrade, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.

%« NICODEMUS of Elasson, beloved brother and inter-
cessor in Christ our God.

% SOPHRONIUS of Carpathus and Cassus, beloved
brother and intercessor in Christ our God.

'« DIONY SIUS of Eleutheropolis, beloved brother and
intercessor in Christ our God.
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